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Patricia Shipman, 72, examines the burned remains of the home next to hers in Charlestown, Ind. “I was scared my 
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house would burn down. The flames were coming over onto my roof,” she said. PHOTOS BY ALTON STRUPP/COURIER JOURNAL 


City points to falling crime rate, single home fire in area 


Justin Sayers 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Patricia Shipman was watching television 
in her brown La-Z-Boy in the early morning of 
Nov. 6 when she heard a knock at the door. 

A woman, whom Shipman did not know, 
told her there were 30- to 40-foot flames com- 
ing from the empty house next door on Halcy- 
on Road in Charlestown, Indiana. She urged 
Shipman to get out of her home immediately. 

“I was scared my house would burn down. 
The flames were coming over onto my roof,” 
said Shipman, 73, who needs a walker to get 
around her Pleasant Ridge home. “It was hor- 
rible. I just knew my house was gonna burn.” 

The woman and a police officer helped 
Shipman into a cruiser and down the street, 
where she stayed in the car and prayed. Fire- 
fighters stopped the blaze about 45 minutes 
later. 

Shipman’s house survived. 

“It was the first time in my life I felt terror- 
ized,” she said about a month later, adding that 
she had seen “squatters” going in and out of 


Pleasant Ridge residents have brought their 
concerns to the Charlestown City Council. 


her neighbor’s home despite it being vacant 
for years. 

Pleasant Ridge residents said the fire and 
the potential for squatters are examples of the 
problems associated with vacant homes in the 
low-income neighborhood, another chapter in 
its fight with the city over the area’s proposed 
redevelopment. 


See PLEASANT RIDGE, Page 6A 


“I agree that 
(some Pleasant 
Ridge homes 
are) empty. | 
don’t agree 
that we’re 
having more 
crime because 
of it.” 

Bob Hall 


Charlestown mayor 


Humana 
buying 
close 

to home? 


Report says insurer in 
talks to acquire Kindred 


Grace Schneider 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Humana and two private equity firms 
are in “advanced talks” to purchase Kin- 
dred Healthcare, according to a Wall 
Street Journal report published over the 
weekend. 

The two firms — Welsh, Carson, An- 
derson & Stowe and TPG — would take 
over Kindred’s rehabilitation and long- 
term acute-care hospitals while Huma- 
na and the two companies together 
would acquire the home-health and 
hospice care operations, the news or- 
ganization reported, citing anonymous 
sources familiar with the discussions. 

The sources have indicated that an 
agreement may be reached as early as 
this week, but there’s also a possibility 
the negotiations could unravel, the WSJ 
reported. 

If a merger deal is reached, it would 
be significant for Louisville because of 
the potential for one homegrown Louis- 
ville company to acquire a big chunk of 
another. In the broader health care in- 
dustry, it would add traction to a trend 
where insurers are teaming up with oth- 
er health care operators to gain leverage 
in an increasingly competitive market- 
place. 

Kindred is the largest home health 
provider and hospice operator in the 
U.S., but it’s struggled under $3.2 billion 
in long-term debt and increasingly tight 
reimbursement levels from the federal 
Medicare health insurance program. 

Last summer, it announced the $910 
million sale of 89 skilled-nursing cen- 
ters — a move intended to reduce Kin- 
dred’s exposure to drags on revenue 
from the reduced reimbursements. The 
deal affected roughly 11,500 employees 
in 18 states. 

In 2015, Kindred bought Gentiva 
Health Services Inc. for $1.8 billion, 
turning it into the biggest U.S. provider 
of home health and hospice care, but 
also increasing its debt. The company 
reported this fall that it now has 614 Kin- 
dred at Home home health, hospice and 
non-medical home care sites of service. 

Few of the moves have changed in- 
vestors’ perceptions that Kindred still 
faces headwinds. 


See KINDRED, Page 7A 


Scott’s not buying governor’s explanation 


Rep. shocked to be blocked 
from Bevin’s Twitter account 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


State Rep. Attica Scott checked Twitter 
early Monday hoping to read a post praising 
charter schools by Gov. Matt Bevin, a Repub- 


African-American woman serving in the Ken- 
tucky General Assembly — was shocked to 
find herself among the growing body of people 
blocked from Bevin’s social media accounts. 

And Scott, who believes she is the only one 
of Kentucky’s 138 legislators to be blocked 
from Bevin’s account, said she knows why. 

“It’s pretty clear to me that it’s gender and 
race,” Scott said. 

By Monday afternoon, Scott’s access to 
Bevin’s Twitter account had been restored. 


INSIDE 


nor’s office “knowingly blocked” Scott from 
the Twitter account, @GovMattBevin. Scott’s 
access was restored and the password to the 
account was changed, Stamper said in an 
email. 

Scott said she discovered Monday after- 
noon that she was no longer blocked but isn’t 
buying the explanation that no one “knowing- 
ly” blocked her. 

The temporary block triggered a flurry of 
tweets, most condemning the governor. 


ACLU wins 
records fight 


AG Andy Beshear 
says the governor’s 


office violated state 
open records law by 
refusing to release 
“key words” it uses to 
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filter its Facebook 
page. 3A 


And in a claim that appeared to raise even 
more questions, Bevin spokeswoman Aman- 
da Stamper said that no one from the gover- 


lican who relies heavily on social media to 
spread his message. 
Instead, Scott — a Democrat and the only 


“It would not have changed had they not 
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See SCOTT, Page 4A 
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Pitino sells house Weather 


High 56° XÑ Low 39° 
Sun and clouds mix, 2A 


@ usa TODAY 


Amtrak high-speed run debuts with fatal disaster in 
Washington state. 1B 


Yum Brands executive Scott Catlett the buyer of 
former U of L coach’s home. 3A 


